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Resumen
 
&RQHO¿QGHLPSOHPHQWDUHVTXHPDVGHUHFXSHUDFLyQ
secundaria y mejorada en formaciones terrígenas 
complejas como los depósitos turbidíticos, el 
conocimiento de la distribución espacial de los 
granos de lutitas es un elemento crucial para la 
SUHGLFFLyQGHOÀXMRGHÀXLGRV'HELGRDTXH OD
interacción de los granos de lutitas con el agua 
SXHGHSURYRFDUTXHpVWDVPRGL¿TXHQVXWDPDxR
\RIRUPDORTXHFDXVDUtDWDSRQDPLHQWRGHORV
espacios porosos y consecuentemente impacto en 
HOÀXMR(QHOSUHVHQWHWUDEDMRVHSURSRQHXQD
metodología para la simulación estocástica de la 
distribución espacial de granos obtenida a partir 
de imágenes de microscopio electrónico de barrido 
GHPXHVWUDVGHURFDVVLOLFLFOiVWLFDV(OREMHWLYRGH
la metodología es obtener modelos estocásticos 
TXHSHUPLWDQLQYHVWLJDUHOFRPSRUWDPLHQWRGHORV
granos de lutitas bajo diferentes condiciones de 
LQWHUDFFLyQItVLFRTXtPLFDV\UHJtPHQHVGHÀXMR\
TXHVLUYDQGHUHIHUHQFLDSDUDREWHQHUSURSLHGDGHV
petrofísicas (porosidad y permeabilidad) efectivas 
a escala de núcleo. Para la simulación estocástica 
espacial de los granos se utiliza el método 
plurigaussiano, el cual se basa en el truncado 
de varias funciones aleatorias Gaussianas 
estándar, lo cual permite manejar de manera 
adecuada la proporción de cada categoría y las 
relaciones de dependencia espacial cuando se 
tiene más de dos categorías o clases de grano. 
/RVUHVXOWDGRVPXHVWUDQTXHORVPHGLRVSRURVRV
estocásticamente simulados utilizando el método 
plurigaussiano reproducen adecuadamente las 
SURSRUFLRQHVODVHVWDGtVWLFDVEiVLFDV\WDPDxRV
de las estructuras de los poros presentes en las 
imágenes de referencia estudiadas.
Palabras clave: Geoestadística, medios porosos, 
monogaussiano, plurigaussiano, distribución 
espacial, rocas siliciclásticas.
Abstract
 
In order to implement secondary and enhanced 
oil recovery processes in complex terrigenous 
formations as is usual in turbidite deposits, a 
precise knowledge of the spatial distribution of 
VKDOHJUDLQVLVDFUXFLDOHOHPHQWIRUWKHÀXLGÀRZ
prediction. The reason of this is that the interaction 
RIZDWHUZLWKVKDOHJUDLQVFDQVLJQL¿FDQWO\PRGLI\
their size and/or shape, which in turn would 
FDXVHSRURXVVSDFHVHDOLQJZLWKWKHVXEVHTXHQW
LPSDFWLQWKHÀRZ,QWKLVZRUNDPHWKRGRORJ\
for stochastic simulations of spatial grains 
distributions obtained from scanning electron 
microscopy images of siliciclastic rock samples 
is proposed. The aim of the methodology is to 
obtain stochastic models would let us investigate 
the shale grain behavior under various physico-
FKHPLFDO LQWHUDFWLRQV DQG ÀX[ UHJLPHV ZKLFK
in turn, will help us get effective petrophysical 
properties (porosity and permeability) at core 
scale. For stochastic spatial grains simulations a 
plurigaussian method is applied, which is based 
on the truncation of several standard Gaussian 
UDQGRPIXQFWLRQV7KLVDSSURDFKLVYHU\ÀH[LEOH
since it allows to simultaneously manage the 
proportions of each grain category in a very 
general manner and to rigorously handle their 
spatial dependency relationships in the case of 
two or more grain categories. The obtained results 
show that the stochastically simulated porous 
PHGLDXVLQJWKHSOXULJDXVVLDQPHWKRGDGHTXDWHO\
reproduces the proportions, basic statistics and 
sizes of the pore structures present in the studied 
reference images.
Key words: Geostatistics, porous media, 
monogaussian, plurigaussian, spatial distribution, 
siliciclastic rock.
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Introduction
The porous media characterization is a fundamental 
problem in areas of knowledge such as soil 
sciences, hydrogeology, oil reservoir, etc. Owing 
to the fact that the more precise knowledge one 
has about the porous media structure, the better 
the accuracy in predicting effective petrophysical 
properties such as porosity, permeability, capillary 
pressure and relative permeabilities.
In particular, in the oil industry understanding 
the petrophysical properties concerning the 
rock formation is a crucial element in reservoir 
management, since it allows us to accurately 
model the mechanisms that govern the recovery 
RI K\GURFDUERQV DQG FRQVHTXHQWO\ VHUYH WR
propose and implement optimal secondary and 
enhanced recovery processes.
The aim in this work is to model the spatial 
grains distributions in rock samples from siliciclastic 
reservoir formations. As it is well known, the 
siliciclastic rocks are of sedimentary origin, 
usually formed in situ and were generated by 
erosion processes, transportation and deposition. 
Sedimentary rocks are formed by a packed grain 
structure that constitute the solid matrix and a 
pore system that is the space not occupied by 
the grains. The grains of the siliciclastic rocks 
DUHFRPSRVHGPDLQO\RIPLQHUDOVVXFKDVTXDUW]
clays, feldspars and other heavy minerals.
Usually the characterization of porous media is 
reduced to the study of just two categories (see 
section Stochastic Porous Media Reconstruction 
Methods), i.e. it is modeled as two phase media 
consisting only by rock matrix and pore space and 
ignoring the complex mineralogy distribution of 
grains that constitute the porous matrix.
&OD\VZHOOLQJRFFXUVZKHQZDWHUEDVH¿OWUDWHV
from drilling, completion, workover or simulation 
ÀXLGVHQWHU WKH IRUPDWLRQ&OD\ VZHOOLQJ FDQEH
caused by ion exchange or changes in water 
salinity. However, only clays that are directly 
FRQWDFWHGE\WKHÀXLGPRYLQJLQWKHURFNZLOOUHDFW
The nature of the reaction depends on the structure 
of the clays and their chemical state at the moment 
of contact. The most common swelling clays are 
smectite and smectite mixtures that create an 
DOPRVWLPSHUPHDEOHEDUULHUIRUÀXLGÀRZZKHQWKH\
are located in the larger pores of a reservoir rock.
The clay swelling yields a direct impact in 
WKH UHGXFWLRQ RI SRUH VSDFH DQG FRQVHTXHQWO\
in the porosity, but at the same time the spatial 
PRGL¿FDWLRQ RI SRURVLW\ SURGXFHV DQ DOWHUDWLRQ
of the rock permeability. This is considered as a 
type of formation damage in which absolute rock 
permeability is reduced because of the alteration 
RIFOD\HTXLOLEULXP
The absolute permeability is a fundamental 
SHWURSK\VLFDOSURSHUW\RIURFNVDQGLWLVGH¿QHG
DVWKHDELOLW\WRÀRZRUWUDQVPLWÀXLGVWKURXJK
DURFNFRQGXFWHGZKHQDVLQJOHÀXLGRUSKDVH
is present in the rock. The permeability can be 
related with the pore space connectivity.
In this paper a novel and general methodology 
for stochastically reconstruction of mineralogy 
distribution applying the plurigaussian simulation 
PHWKRGZKLFKIDUDVZHNQRZLWLV¿UVWLQWURGXFHG
to simulate the spatial grain distribution. In 
particular, the proposed methodology is applied to 
the clay spatial distribution in rock samples from 
heterogeneous siliciclastic formations to evaluate 
the variation of their petrophysical properties, 
such as porosity and permeability during a 
swelling process.
A brief historical review of stochastic 
reconstruction methodologies for porous media 
LQ WKH ¿UVW VHFWLRQ RI WKLV SDSHU LV SUHVHQWHG
After that, the data and methodology used for the 
reconstruction of the mineralogy of the porous 
PHGLXP DUH GHVFULEHG 6XEVHTXHQWO\ GHWDLOV
of the geostatistical analysis of the data are 
shown. The results of the stochastic simulations 
DUHGLVFXVVHGLQWKHIROORZLQJVHFWLRQDQG¿QDOO\
the conclusion and further work are given in last 
section.
Stochastic porous media reconstruction 
methods: a brief review
The stochastic approach has been used for porous 
media reconstruction at pore scale in the past 
20 years. The stochastic models that have been 
developed are basically geostatistics, which model 
the spatial dependency structure present in the 
rock structure. In particular, to represent porous 
media from sedimentary rock samples has been 
modeled the spatial distribution of grains (rock 
matrix) and pores (pore space). It is possible 
to generate a 3D model of the pore space by 
statistical information produced by analysis of 
2D thin sections.
In their works, Adler et al. (1990) and Adler 
and Thovert (1998) applied the truncated 
Gaussian or monogaussian simulation method (Xu 
and Journel, 1993; Galli et al., 1994) for a porous 
media reconstruction from image analysis of 2D 
thin sections of Fontainebleau sandstone. In the 
truncated Gaussian method a Gaussian random 
function is generated and thresholded to retrieve 
the binary phases (pore space and rock matrix) 
with the correct porosity and correlation function. 
This method can also be extended to include more 
phases, such as clay.
$JUHDWHUÀH[LELOLW\FDQEHDFKLHYHGE\XVLQJ
the method of simulated annealing (Yeong and 
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7RUTXDWRDE0DQZDUWet al. 2000; Talukdar 
and Torsaeter 2002; Capek et al. 2008, Politis et 
al. 2008). Rather than being restricted to one- 
and two-point correlation functions, the objective 
function used can be made to match additional 
TXDQWLWLHV VXFK DV PXOWLSRLQW FRUUHODWLRQ
functions, lineal-path function or pore size 
distribution function. Incorporating more higher-
order information into the objective function, such 
as the local percolation probability, would most 
likely improve the reconstruction further, but that 
would also increase the computational cost of the 
PHWKRGVLJQL¿FDQWO\$OWKRXJKWKLVUHFRQVWUXFWLRQ
procedure has been more successful, the resulting 
images do not always capture the connectivity of 
pore space.
Another reconstruction methods preserving the 
pore size distribution, is the superposed spheres. 
Dos Santos et al. (2002) developed the method 
for reconstruct a medium upholding this statistic. 
The method calculates the number of spheres 
in order to reconstruct a given porous media, 
VDYLQJLWLVWKHSRURVLW\(DFKVSKHUHVXSHUSRVHV
QHLJKERULQJVSKHUHVDFFRUGLQJWRDXVHUGH¿QHG
parameter. This method presents good results for 
connectivity, although it does not preserves the 
autocorrelation function.
Thovert et al. (2001) and Hilfer and Manswart 
(2001 and 2002) introduced a method that is a 
hybrid between the statistical and object-based 
PHWKRGV7KH\YHUL¿HGWKHLUPHWKRGXVLQJD'
Fontainebleau sample and reported that the local 
SHUFRODWLRQSUREDELOLW\ZDVIRXQGWREHVLJQL¿FDQWO\
better in comparison with the traditional simulated 
annealing. Here, local percolation probability is 
applied to characterize the porous media topology 
as a measure of connectivity (Vogel, 2002).
In their work, Casar-González and Suro-Pérez 
(2000, 2001 and 2003) applied the indicator 
simulation method and a hybrid between the 
multiple-point statistics and simulated annealing 
method. They verified their method using a 
carbonate rocks and reported that the results are 
VWDWLVWLFDOO\HTXLYDOHQWWRWKHUHDOSRURXVPHGLD
i. e. both approaches reproduce correctly the 
histogram and the spatial variability.
Strebelle (2002) suggested a statistical 
algorithm in which the multiple-point statistics 
were inferred from exhaustive 2D training images 
RIHTXLYDOHQWUHVHUYRLUVWUXFWXUHVDQGWKHQXVHG
to reconstruct the reservoir, adhering to any 
conditioning data. This method was applied 
VXFFHVVIXOO\ WR ERWK ÀXYLDO DQGPRUH FRPSOH[
patterned reservoirs. The ability to reproduce 
any pattern makes this method highly attracti-
ve for reconstructing complex porous media like 
carbonates.
Okabe and Blunt (2005 and 2007) have used 
this algorithm to reconstruct a 3D Fontainebleau 
sandstone from a 2D training image. Although 
the granular structure is not as well reproduced 
as in object-based methods, the local percola- 
WLRQSUREDELOLW\LVVLJQL¿FDQWO\EHWWHUUHSURGXFHG
than that achieved by other methods such as 
*DXVVLDQ¿HOGWHFKQLTXHV
In previous works about porous media 
reconstruction, those have been modeled as two 
phase media consisting only by rock matrix and 
pore space and ignoring the complex mineralogy 
distribution of grains that constitute the porous 
matrix. This approach possesses the disadvantage 
that it does not consider the mineralogical 
FRPSRVLWLRQ RI WKH URFN DQG FRQVHTXHQWO\
these models cannot account for the chemical 
LQWHUDFWLRQRIÀXLGVZLWKPLQHUDOVSUHVHQWLQWKH
rock and even more they do not consider the 
dynamic alteration of petrophysical properties 
resulting of diagenetic processes.
In this paper we are proposing to apply the 
plurigaussian simulation method to simulate 
the spatial distribution of the mineralogical 
heterogeneity in the porous matrix. The choice 
RISOXULJDXVVLDQPHWKRGLVEDVHGRQLWVÀH[LELOLW\
to represent complex spatial dependencies of 
multiple phases. To our knowledge this method 
has not been applied before for this purpose. 
In particular, here we present the application 
to a case study for the distribution of clays in 
siliciclastic rocks. Such a model could be used 
WR TXDQWLI\ WKH G\QDPLF PRGLILFDWLRQ RI WKH
petrophysical properties of siliciclastic rocks when 
occur the swelling phenomenon of clays.
Data and methods
The main goals of this work are to model the 
geometry of the pore space by simulating 
grain spatial distribution from images taken 
in siliciclastic rock samples, as well as, the 
spatial distribution of clays present in the solid 
matrix, using spatial stochastic simulations. The 
procedure is applied in two successive stages. First 
are simulated two categories: matrix and the pore 
VSDFHDQGVXEVHTXHQWO\LVPDGHWKHVLPXODWLRQ
of the mineralogy of interest.
For simulating the clay spatial distribution, we 
FDQFRQVLGHU WZRFDVHV WKH¿UVWFDVHFDVH
is made under the assumption that clay present 
in the rock are allogenic, i.e., clay fragments 
are originally formed in other location but were 
transported and deposited in the pore space, 
therefore, clays occupy a portion of the pore 
space; while in the second case (case 2), clay is 
considered authigenic, which means that the clay 
was formed together with the rock and it is part 
of the rock matrix composition.
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The images used as input data are obtained 
by scanning electron microscopy in backscatter 
electron mode. The sample preparation is 
similar to the one used for preparation of thin 
sections using light microscopy and consists of 
the following: the sample was impregnated with 
epoxy resin and polished on one side once the 
epoxy has hardened.
The process of extracting pores, clays and 
rock matrix from images of scanning electron 
microscopy is simpler, compared to the process for 
thin sections. A color thin section image contains 
three gray-level images in RGB space, while in 
scanning electron microscopy only one gray-level 
image is involved. In images of scanning electron 
microscopy, the rock matrix can be subdivided 
into ranges associated with different minerals 
using the atomic density contrast. For example, 
the pore space is associated with the darker gray 
tone because of the fact that the epoxy resin 
possesses smaller atomic density compared with 
the minerals contained in the matrix.
In the porous-media stochastic model are 
considered three categories: pore space, clay 
grains and rock matrix, where in the rock 
matrix category are included the rest of (no 
clay) mineralogies. A segmentation procedure 
developed by Fens (2000) enables automatic 
extraction of pore, clay and rock matrix categories. 
7KLVSURFHGXUHLVEDVHGRQ¿WWLQJWKUHH*DXVVLDQ
functions to the gray-level histogram. In images 
of scanning electron microscopy the gray-values 
represent atomic density. Prior to processing and 
analyzing, these gray-values have to be calibrated 
which takes place using a set of standards with 
known gray-values. This calibration is essential 
WRPDNH TXDQWLWDWLYH XVH RI WKH GDWD SURYLGHG
by the analysis. The calibration standards used 
here are taken from Fens (2000) and consisted of 
DUWL¿FLDOUHVHUYRLUURFNVDPSOHVWKDWFRQWDLQRQO\
TXDUW]DQGHSR[\
The total gray-value range in images of 
scanning electron microscopy can be divided 
in sub-ranges. In Figure 1 the color bar below 
the histogram shows the division in these sub-
UDQJHVUHSUHVHQWLQJSRUHVFOD\VTXDUW]IHOGVSDU
and the heavy minerals. Two-level thresholding 
is used to extract the pixels in each range of 
gray-values. Thresholding is an image-to-image 
transformation, in this case a transformation 
from a gray-value image to a binary image (Fens, 
2000).
In the case study presented, we used an image 
of a sandstone block obtained with the procedure 
described above (Figure 2), which was taken of the 
PhD thesis of T. Fens (Fens, 2000). The image size 
is 2 x 2 mm with a resolution of 256 x 256 pixels, 
ZLWKDSL[HOVL]HHTXDOWRPP,QWKHLPDJH
RI)LJXUHWKHVDPH¿YHFDWHJRULHVDUHFOHDUO\
YLVLEOHTXDUW]FOD\VIHOGVSDUVKHDY\PLQHUDOV
and pore space. In what follows this image will 
be referred as the reference image.
According to the objectives of this work, the 
reference image was initially segmented in three 
categories: pore space, clays and rock matrix; the 
ODVWRQHJURXSHGLQVLQJOHFDWHJRU\TXDUW]KHDY\
minerals and feldspars (Figure 3). The resulting 
image has the same size as the reference image 
and will help us compare the simulations obtained 
in the latter stages of the modeling procedure. 
For the case 1, the reference image is segmented 
in two categories: black and white; where in 
black is represented rock matrix and in white are 
combined pore space and clays (Figure 4). For the 
case 2 is, it is applied the same procedure, but now 
in black are grouped rock matrix and clays while 
pore space is represented in white (Figure 5).
$GGLWLRQDOO\ WKH (XOHU FKDUDFWHULVWLF LV
calculated to compare the connectivity presented 
in reference image versus simulations obtained. 
7KH(XOHUFKDUDFWHULVWLFJLYHVSRVLWLYHYDOXHVIRU
poorly connected structures and negative values 
for more connected structures (Vogel, 2002; Wu 
et al. 2006).
7KH FDOFXODWLRQ WKH (XOHU FKDUDFWHULVWLF LV
a function of pore size (diameter), complete 
methodology for calculation of this characteristic 
is presented in Vogel (2002).
The exploratory analysis of the data is an 
essential phase in any practical statistical analysis. 
In general, it is a combination of statistical and 
JUDSKLFDO WHFKQLTXHV WKDW DOORZV YHULI\LQJ WKH
K\SRWKHVLVWKDWKDVWRIXO¿OOGDWDVDPSOHWRDSSO\
any statistical procedure. In a geostatistical 
DQDO\VLVLWLVUHTXLUHGWKDWWKHGDWDVDPSOHIXO¿OOV
the following:
a) Data sample is normally distributed or at 
least symmetrical.
E'DWDVDPSOHPXVWQRWVKRZDVLJQL¿FDQW
trend; at least the intrinsic hypothesis has 
WREHVDWLV¿HG
c) There are not distributional neither spatial 
outliers.
$VHULHVRIWHFKQLTXHVWKDWDUHUHFRPPHQGHG
to verify the above assumptions are listed below
1. Basic statistics (mean, median, variance, 
TXDUWLOHVVNHZQHVV
2. Graphics (histogram, box plot, scatter plot, 
QQ plot).
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Figure 1. Image of a shaly sandstone (top) and the gray-value histogram calculated from an image (bottom) (Fens, 
2000).
J. Méndez-Venegas and M. A. Díaz-Viera
234      VOLUME 52 NUMBER 3
Figure 2.5HIHUHQFHLPDJHTXDUW]RUDQJHFOD\VJUHHQSRUHVSDFHEOXHIHOGVSDUVGDUNJUHHQDQGKHDY\
minerals (white) (Fens, 2000).
Figure 3. Segmentation of the Figure 2, rock (black), clays (green) and pore space (white).
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Figure 5. Binary representation of the Figure 3, in black rock matrix and clays and in white pore space.
Figure 4. Binary representation of the Figure 3, in black rock matrix and in white pore space and clays.
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Once the results of the application of these 
WHFKQLTXHVDUHDQDO\]HGGHFLVLRQVFDQEHWDNHQ
to modify the data (applying transformations, 
excluding observations, etc.) to meet the main 
assumptions as far as possible or simply to take 
into account those assumptions that are not 
VDWLV¿HGZKHQ WKHDQDO\VLV LVGRQH $UPVWURQJ
DQG'HO¿QHU
The variographic or structural analysis is the 
most important part of the geostatistical analysis. 
Its aim is to model the underlying spatial structure 
in the data sample. In accordance to the degree 
of stationarity existent the data analyzed, a 
variogram or a covariance function can be used 
to determine the structure of spatial dependence. 
In this paper we use the variogram because it 
is less restrictive from the point of view of the 
degree of stationarity. In summary, a variographic 
analysis consists of the estimation of the sample 
YDULRJUDP DQG WR ¿QGLQJ WKH YDULRJUDPPRGHO
WKDWEHWWHU¿WVLW
7KHYDULRJUDPIXQFWLRQLVGH¿QHGDVIROORZV
 
γ h Var Z x h Z x( ) = +( ) − ( )( )12
 
                  
E Z x h Z x= +( ) − ( )( )⎡⎣⎢ ⎤⎦⎥12 2  (1)
The most common variogram estimator Lˆ (h) 
is given by:
 
γˆ h
N h
Z x h Z xi i
i
N h( ) = ( ) +( ) − ( )⎡⎣ ⎤⎦=
( )
∑12
2
1
 (2)
where N(h) is the number of observations pairs 
(Z(x) and Z(x+h)) and h = __h__ is the separation 
distance between them.
Geostatistical simulations consist in generating 
multiple realizations Z
s
(x) of a random function 
VWDWLVWLFDOO\HTXLYDOHQWZKLFKPHDQVWKDWHDFKRI
the realizations has the same statistical properties 
that are attributed to the random function
 
Z(x). 
In practice we do not know with certainty the 
statistical properties of the random function Z(x), 
therefore usually we only generate realizations 
WKDWDUHDWOHDVWVWDWLVWLFDOHTXLYDOHQWWRWKH¿UVW
and second-order moments present in the sample 
values of the random function
 
Z(x).
Stochastic simulation method
A random function Z is a family of random variables 
Z(x) where x belongs to ^ dor some subset of it. In 
the one dimensional case, we prefer to speak of 
a stochastic process. In this work, the resulting 
segmented image can be viewed as a discrete or 
categorical random function. There are a large 
variety of simulation methods of categorical 
random functions, grouped into two families: the 
object models and the cells models (Chilès, 1999; 
Lantuejoul, 2002).
In object models each category is associated 
with a certain geometric shape (object) and are 
based on Poisson point processes, while in the cells 
models, a cell can take the value of one category 
and are based on the truncation of Gaussian 
random functions. Here we will use the second 
family of simulation methods to investigate the 
application.
The implementation of simulation of cells 
UHTXLUHV WR FKDUDFWHUL]H WKH GLVFUHWH UDQGRP
function in terms of the spatial relationship of 
their categories, for which geostatistical analysis 
is done which consists of getting the proportions of 
occurrences of each category, the basic statistics 
and its variogram or the semivariance function, 
which is a dependence measure or spatial 
autocorrelation.
The proportions are calculated by dividing the 
sum of pixels of a given category between the 
total of pixels of the image, while the variogram 
is estimated by considering the value of the lag 
RULQWHUYDOHTXDOWRWKHVL]HRIWKHLPDJHSL[HO
The proportions and the variogram obtained by 
categories are used as parameters in the spatial 
stochastic simulation method that is chosen.
Here, as a stochastic simulation method for 
simulating mineralogy distribution is applied the 
truncated plurigaussian simulation method (Galli 
et al., 1994; Le Loc’h and Galli, 1997; Armstrong 
et al., 2003). This method is a generalization of 
the truncated Gaussian simulation method, also 
known as monogaussian simulation method (Xu 
and Journel, 1993; Galli et al., 1994). These 
methods are used to simulate categorical or 
discrete variables, such as geological facies. The 
SULQFLSOH RI WKHVHPHWKRGV FRQVLVWV RQ ¿UVWO\
to simulate one or several standard Gaussian 
random functions along the study domain and 
afterwards they are truncated following certain 
spatial relationship rules in order to produce a 
categorical variable.
The truncated Gaussian simulation method is 
based only one Gaussian random function and it 
is summarized in Figure 6. The image (top-left) 
represents the standard Gaussian random function 
with a Gaussian model, the image (top-right) 
shows the histogram of a standard Gaussian 
distribution with two cut-offs, -0.67 and 0.12, 
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and their respective proportion (25%, 30% and 
45%). The image on the bottom, values below 
-0.67 are green facies, values above 0.12 are red 
facies and intermediate values are yellow facies. 
This image also shows the main limitations of the 
truncated Gaussian method: the anisotropy is the 
same for all facies and the yellow facies can touch 
the other two facies, but the green facies and the 
red facies never touch. If three or more facies 
were simulated in this way, they would occur in 
D¿[HGRUGHULHWKHPHWKRGPDNHVDKLHUDUFK\
of phases when we have three or more phases.
The truncated plurigaussian method is used 
in the case of three or more phases and when 
not have a ordering between them. This method 
overcomes the limitations of the truncated 
Gaussian method, that is to say, while the 
truncated Gaussian only use one Gaussian 
random function in the truncated plurigaussian 
any number of Gaussian random functions may 
be used.
Figure 7 illustrates the truncated plurigaussian 
method for the case of two Gaussian random 
functions Z
1
(x) and Z
2
(x), the two Gaussian random 
functions used are presented at the top. The 
Gaussian random function on the left has its long 
range in the 45° while the other Gaussian random 
function has its long range in the 135°. The spatial 
relationships and contacts between units are 
GH¿QHGE\DWUXQFDWLRQUXOHWKLVWUXQFDWLRQUXOHLV
V\PEROL]HGE\DÀDJ7KHERWWRPOHIWVKRZWKH
ÀDJZKLFKVKRZVWKDWWKHUHDUH¿YHIDFLHVZKHUH
the facies 1,2,3,4 and facies 1,2,4,5 are in touch 
at the same time and the facies 3 cannot enter 
LQ FRQWDFWZLWK WKH IDFLHV7KHÀDJDOVR WHOOV
us the proportion of each facies in the resulting 
VLPXODWLRQ 7KH ¿QDO VLPXODWLRQ LV REWDLQHG E\
PRGHOLQJWKHKRUL]RQWDOD[LVRIWKHÀDJE\WKH¿UVW
Gaussian random function, while the vertical axis 
RIWKHÀDJLVPRGHOHGXVLQJWKHVHFRQG*DXVVLDQ
random function. i. e. If Z2<Z2B and Z1<Z1A, the facies is coded as green; if Z
2
>Z
2B
, the facies is 
FODVVL¿HGDVEOXHLIZ
2
<Z
2A
 and Z
1
<Z
1A
, the facies 
is orange; if Z
2
>Z
2A
, Z
2
<Z
2B 
and Z
1
<Z
1B
, the facies 
is coded as red and if Z
2
>Z
2A
, Z
2
<Z
2B
, Z
1
>Z
1A
 and 
Z
1
>Z
1B
, the facies is yellow.
The truncated Gaussian method was used in 
WKH ¿UVW VWDJH IRU WKH VHFRQG VWDJH WKHUH DUH
three phases where all the phases considered 
are in contact with each other simultaneously 
therefore this method was discarded.
To perform the second stage, the truncated 
plurigaussian method was chosen because this 
PHWKRGWKURXJKWKHÀDJFDQFRQWUROWKHFRQWDFWV
and proportions of more than two categories in 
a suitable way, which is the case of the present 
work.
Figure 6. The truncated Gaussian method. Standard Gaussian random function has a Gaussian model (top- left), 
the histogram of a standard Gaussian distribution (top- right) and facies realization generated by truncated Gaussian 
method (bottom).
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the data exploratory analysis, several statistical 
parameters were computed (Table 1 and Table 
2); these will be used to see to what degree the 
simulations reproduce the statistics of the original 
information. This analysis concluded that the data 
have no outliers or trend, which was important to 
identify because it affects the computation of the 
YDULRJUDPDQGWKHUHIRUHWKHPRGHO¿W
9DULRJUDPVZHUHFDOFXODWHGDQGVXEVHTXHQWO\
a model was adjusted to each one of them using 
ZHLJKWHGOHDVWVTXDUHV7KHPRGHOZLWKWKHORZHVW
VXP RI VTXDUHV HUURUVZDV FKRVHQ DQG LW ZDV
validated using cross validation. The leave-one-
out method (Journel and Huijbregts, 1978) was 
used for cross-validation; which involves removing 
each one of the samples and estimating the value 
DWWKDWSRLQWXVLQJWKHNULJLQJHTXDWLRQVDQGWKH
variogram model obtained. As a result, a map 
of the differences between actual and estimated 
values is obtained.
The variograms were calculated under the 
assumption that the information has no trend or 
anisotropy. These assumptions were corroborated 
by obtaining the variograms, because they do 
QRWKDYHDTXDGUDWLFJURZWKDQGFRPSDULQJWKH
variograms in different directions, they do not 
VKRZVLJQL¿FDQWGLIIHUHQFHVLQVLOOQRULQUDQJH
Figures 8, 9 and 10 show variograms for pore 
space (case 1 and case 2) and clays. To every 
variogram obtained a model was adjusted, the 
collection of which are presented in Table 3.
Truncated plurigaussian simulation method 
UHTXLUHVWKHIROORZLQJVWHSV
1. Determination the thresholds at which 
the different standard Gaussian random 
function are truncated and the variogram 
model for each Gaussian random function.
2. Simulation of a realization of each Gaussian 
random function with the variogram model.
3. Application of the thresholds to the 
Gaussian realizations to obtain truncated 
plurigaussian simulation.
A detailed description of the mathematical 
fundaments underlying the truncated Gaussian 
and plurigaussian methods can be found in 
Armstrong et al. (2003) and Lantuejoul (2002).
Geostatical analysis
The monogaussian and plurigaussian method 
was applied using the reference image. During 
Figure 7. The truncated plurigaussian method. Standard Gaussian random function  Z
1
(x) has a Gaussian 
model (top- left), standard Gaussian random function Z
2
(x) has a spherical model (top- right), example of 
DWUXQFDWLRQUXOHIRU¿YHIDFLHVERWWRPOHIWDQG)DFLHVUHDOL]DWLRQJHQHUDWHGE\WUXQFDWHGSOXULJDXVVLDQ
method (bottom-center).
Table 1. Proportions of each category.
Category Figure 4 Figure 5 Figure 3
Pore space 34.60% 19.90% 19.90%
Rock 65.40% 80.10% 65.40%
Clays   14.70%
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Table 2. Basic statistics of the reference image.
Table 3. Fitted models variograms for the three variable.
Figure 8. (VWLPDWHG
and fitted variogram 
model of pore space 
variable (case 1).
Figure 9. (VWLPDWHG
and fitted variogram 
model of pore space 
variable (case 2).
 Variable Model Nugget Sill Practical Range (mm)
 
 3RUHVSDFHFDVH ([SRQHQWLDO   
 3RUHVSDFHFDVH ([SRQHQWLDO   
 &OD\V ([SRQHQWLDO   
 Statistics Figure 4 Figure 5 Figure 3
 Minimum 0.000 0.000 0.000
 )LUVWTXDUWLOH   
 Medium 1.000 1.000 2.000
 7KLUGTXDUWLOH   
 Maximum 1.000 1.000 2.000
 Mean 0.661 0.799 1.460
 Variance 0.224 0.160 0.649
 Standard Deviation 0.473 0.400 0.806
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Figure 10. (VWLPDWHG
and fitted variogram 
model of clays variable.
Figure 12. (VWLPDWHG
and fitted variogram 
model of the simulation 
of pore space (case 1).
Figure 11. Pore space simulation (case 1).
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Simulation results
)RUVLPXODWLQJWKH¿UVWVWDJHFDVHZHXVHGWKH
proportions of Figure 4 and the pore space model 
of Table 4. The simulation result is shown in Figure 
)LJXUHVKRZVRQWKHULJKWWKHÀDJXVHGLQ
WKHVLPXODWLRQ7KHÀDJRQO\KDYHWZRGLYLVLRQV
(pore space “white” and rock “black”); the division 
LQGLFDWHVWKHSURSRUWLRQRIWKHFDWHJRU\LQWKH¿QDO
simulation (left).
In the second stage, consider the proportions 
RI)LJXUH7KHÀDJXVHGLVVKRZQLQ)LJXUH
ULJKW 7KHPRGHO XVHG LQ WKH ¿UVW *DXVVLDQ
random function is the same as that used in stage 
1; for the second Gaussian random function, we 
used the clays model (Table 3). The simulation 
result of this stage is shown in Figure 13.
7KHULJKWRI)LJXUHVKRZVWKHÀDJZKHUH
DFFRUGLQJWRWKHSURSRVHGFDVH¿UVWWKHSRUHDQG
rock matrix is formed and then the clays, i.e. in 
WKHVLPXODWLRQRIWKH¿UVWVWDJH)LJXUHWKH
clays are integrated within the pore space. This 
is done by including another category within the 
category that was occupied by the pore space in 
WKHÀDJRIWKH¿UVWVWDJH7KH¿QDOVLPXODWLRQLV
shown at the left of Figure 13.
Figure 13. Clay distribution 
simulation (case 1).
Figure 14. (VWLPDWHG
and fitted variogram 
model of the simulation 
of clays (case 1).
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Table 5. Fitted variograms models for the outcomes of the simulation.
Table 4. Proportions of the reference image and the simulations of case 1.
Table 6. Basic statistics of the reference image and the simulations of case 1.
Figure 15. Pore space simulation (case 2).
Category Figure 4 Figure 11
 Mean of simulation
    10 100
Pore space 34.6% 34.11% 33.89% 33.8%
Rock 65.4% 65.89% 66.11% 66.2%
Category Figure 4 Figure 13
 Mean of simulation
    10 100
Pore space 19.9% 19.57% 19.39% 19.5%
Rock 65.4% 65.89% 66.11% 66.2%
Clays 14.7% 14.54% 14.5% 14.3%
Variable Model Nugget Sill Practical
  range (mm)
3RUHVSDFHFDVH ([SRQHQWLDO   
&OD\VFDVH ([SRQHQWLDO   
Category Figure 4 Figure 11 Figure  3 Figure 13
Minimum 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000
)LUVWTXDUWLOH    
Medium 1.000 1.000 2.000 2.000
7KLUGTXDUWLOH    
Maximum 1.000 1.000 2.000 2.000
Mean 0.661 0.659 1.460 1.463
Variance 0.224 0.224 0.649 0.640
Standard Deviation 0.473 0.474 0.806 0.800
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Figure 4 is the reference image of the simulation 
RIWKH¿UVWVWDJH)LJXUH7DEOHFROXPQDQG
3) shows the proportions of the reference image 
DQG WKH VLPXODWLRQ 7KH VLPXODWLRQ DGHTXDWHO\
reproduces the image proportions, basic statistics 
(Table 6) and the variogram models (Table 5 
and Figure 12), when models are reproduced, 
indicating that the simulation reproduces properly 
the sizes of the structures.
The result of the second stage (Figure 13) is 
compared with the reference image (Figure 3). 
Table 4 (columns 4 and 5) and Table 6 show the 
proportions and basic statistics of the reference 
image and the simulation.
)LJXUH  VKRZV WKH VLPXODWLRQ RI WKH ¿UVW
stage (case 2), the ingredients of the simulation 
with the proportions of Figure 5 and the pore space 
model (Table 3).
Table 7 (columns 2 and 3) and Table 8 show 
respectively the proportions and basic statistics 
of the reference image and the simulation. 
Variogram models for the simulation are presented 
in Table 9 and Figures 16 and 18.
The simulation of the second stage (Figure 
17) is comparable to Figure 3. Table 7 (column 4 
and 5) and Table 8 present the proportions and 
statistics of the image and the simulation. In both 
phases of this case the proportions, statistics 
and the sizes of the structures, present in the 
reference images, are well reproduced.
Figure 16. (VWLPDWHG
and fitted variogram 
model of the simulation 
of pore space (case 2).
Figure 17. Clay distribution 
simulation (case 2).
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Figure 18. (VWLPDWHG
and fitted variogram 
model of the simulation 
of clays (case 2).
Table 7. Proportions of the reference image and the simulations of case 2.
Table 8. Basic statistics of the reference image and the simulations of case 2.
Table 9. Fitted variograms models for the outcomes of the simulation.
Category Figure 4 Figure 15
 Mean of simulation
    10 100
Pore space 19.90% 18.8% 18.52% 18.44%
Rock 80.10% 81.2% 81.48% 81.56%
Category Figure 4 Figure 17
 Mean of simulation
    10 100
Pore space 19.90% 18.8% 18.52% 18.44%
Rock 65.40% 67.48% 67.69% 67.8%
Clays 14.70% 13.72% 13.79% 13.76%
Category Figure 5 Figure 15 Figure  3 Figure 17
Minimum 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000
)LUVWTXDUWLOH    
Medium 1.000 1.000 2.000 2.000
7KLUGTXDUWLOH    
Maximum 1.000 1.000 2.000 2.000
Mean 0.799 0.812 1.460 1.487
Variance 0.160 0.153 0.649 0.626
Standard Deviation 0.400 0.391 0.806 0.800
Variable Model Nugget Sill Practical range (mm)
3RUHVSDFHFDVH ([SRQHQWLDO   
&OD\VFDVH ([SRQHQWLDO   
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7DEOH  VKRZV WKH (XOHU FKDUDFWHULVWLF
values obtained for the reference figure and 
all simulations. In the table 9 all the values are 
JUHDWHUWKDQRUHTXDOWR]HURVRWKDWLWFDQEH
concluded that both the reference image as the 
simulations are similarly connected.
)LJXUHV   DQG  FRPSDUH WKH (XOHU
characteristic of the reference images with their 
UHVSHFWLYHVLPXODWLRQ7KH¿JXUHVVKRZWKHSORWV
RI WKH (XOHU FKDUDFWHULVWLF YHUVXV WKH GLDPHWHU
measured in pixels of the reference images and 
their respective simulation. In the three cases 
D YHU\ FORVH TXDOLWDWLYH EHKDYLRU LV REVHUYHG
This fact could be interpreted that the simulation 
PHWKRG UHSURGXFHV TXLWHZHOO WKH FRQQHFWLYLW\
behavior of reference images.
Figure 19. Comparison 
WKH (XOHU FKDUDFWHULVWLF
presented in Figure 4 
versus Figure 11.
Figure 20. Comparison 
WKH (XOHU FKDUDFWHULVWLF
presented in Figure 5 
versus Figure 15.
Figure 21. Comparison 
WKH (XOHU FKDUDFWHULVWLF
presented in Figure 3 
versus Figures 13 and 17.
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Conclusions
This work is part of a line of research that attempts 
to investigate the impact of the interaction of 
UHVHUYRLUÀXLGVZLWKLQWKHPVHOYHVDQGRULQMHFWHG
chemicals on the petrophysical properties of the 
rock (porosity, permeability, relative permeability, 
HWFDQGFRQVHTXHQWO\LQWKHSDWWHUQVRIÀXLGÀRZ
through the rock), and the changes in occupied 
volume by the clays at pore scale.
The results presented are preliminary. However 
it has been found that the simulations using the 
SOXULJDXVVLDQPHWKRG DGHTXDWHO\ UHSURGXFHV
the proportions, basic statistics and sizes of 
the structures present in the studied reference 
images. Moreover, apparently the plurigaussian 
method reproduces the connectivity present in 
the corresponding reference image.
Although the work presented is restricted to 
2D images, the methodology can be extended to 
3D to achieve the reconstruction of the geometry 
RIWKHSRURXVPHGLXPDOORZLQJDPRUHDGHTXDWH
estimation of petrophysical properties.
As a future work it should be considered to 
combine the plurigaussian method with other 
methods, as might be a multipoint geostatistical 
simulation method (Okabe and Blunt, 2005 and 
2007).
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